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Before After 
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Save $25.00 
WHAT makes it difficult to characterize the younger intellect-
uals in this country is that they have not been articulate 
about themselves ... The fact that (they) have not developed 
a strong enough feeling of identification to emerge as a self-
conscious group only adds to the suspicion that perhaps there 
is only an assortment of discrete individuals with no collective 
idencity: a "non-generation," as it were ... 
generation :!IS a non-generation, a collection of people who, 
for all their apparent command of themselves, for all their 
sophistication, for all their "maturity," know nothing, stand 
for nothing, believe in nothing. 
Everything that happens to these young people seems 
to be milked of its "meaning" before it has a chance to make 
an impact; everything must be understood before it gets out 
of control. The world is seen at a distant remove, commented 
on quietly and wisely, never struggled with or confronted full 
in the face ... 
But it would be a mistake to accept the sobriety and com-
posure of the young generation at face value ... Since this 
is a generation that willed itself from childhood directly into 
adulchood, it still has its adolescence to go through - for a 
man can never skip adolescence, he can only postpone it. 
And something very wonderful may come about when a whole 
generation in its late thirties breaks loose and decides to take 
a swim in the Plaza fountain in the middle of the night. 
Norman Podhoretz 
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THE NON-GENERATION 
NAME-CALLING has become the national 
pastime. Authors and educators are 
having a field-day creating labels to de-
scribe the generation which has emerged 
from adolescence since 1950. Time calls 
us the "No-Nonsense Kids." The Nation 
speaks of "tomorrow's leaders" as "The 
Careful Young Men.'" Finally, by the ad-
mission of one of our own members (Mr. 
Podhorerz is 27) we find ourselves called 
a NON-GENERATION. 
We are examining the age-group 
ranging from 18 to 30 in terms of the 
multitude of criticisms leveled upon it. 
Although, naturally, it is as students at 
an eastern women's college that we have 
undertaken to publish a survey of our-
selves, we have not confined our research 
to Wellesley or even to this country. We 
do nor pretend to be typical. (According 
to the article quoted above, our genera-
tion cannot be typical, even of itself. ) 
Are we, then, a non-generation? The 
term is vaguely repellent, suggesting that 
we are rhe harbingers of an Orwellian 
nightmare modified by the absence of 
anything so negative as evi l or so positive 
as good. To describe ourselves thus is to 
admit to charges of colorless conformity 
and indifference. This is the view of us 
reiterated by professors (and who should 
know us better?) who have failed to find 
in us any of the spirit of unanimity which 
was the hallmark of the young people of 
the Roaring Twenties or the Depression. 
People are extremely puzzled by us. 
According to the traditional pattern, youth 
should be assertive, rebellious, exuberant, 
fanciful. But this is the generation of 
moderation. Excess is frowned upon. Ridi-
cule is feared. The idea is to "take it easy," 
and, above all, casually. These are the 
traits of maturity but they seem to spring 
from a pre-occupation with externals. 
Here and there among the critiques, 
however, there are the dubious suggestions 
3 
that we are, after all, making the best of 
a bad situation. 
Perhaps a generation which has heard 
the hysteria of McCarthyism and seen sci-
entists achieve rhe means of death by 
mass production is justified in its refusal 
to go out on a limb. 
Can we refute these accusations? Can 
we say that what's wrong with our genera-
tion is only symptomatic of what's wrong 
with contemporary society? Is it possible 
for us co condemn our critics in turn for 
disapproving of us simply because we are 
different than they were at our age? 
Yes, we can put some of the "blame" 
upon environment. When we consider 
the key roles played by relativity and 
probability in scientific theory, we are not 
surprised to find that uncertainty has 
gone beyond the laboratory. Technological 
achievemenrs have resulted in a wide-
spread similarity among consumer goods. 
The problem here is to disringuish be-
tween psychological and materialistic con-
formity. The two are nor necessarily in-
separable. We have seen too much de-
struction not to value security. Whether we 
are to find it in social conventions, how-
ever, is open to question. 
If submission is the negative side of 
conformity, there remains a positive as-
pecr, that of creative adaptation. Conven-
tions, rightly viewed, may be the building 
blocks of human understanding rather 
than the blindly obeyed arbiters of con-
duct. At this point, it may be hard to 
say where we are going, but it cannot 
be said that the attempt to maintain our 
equilibrium is tantamount to stagnation. 
There is rebellion in this generation. It 
is a rebellion against the foolishness of 
earlier generations that was carried on in 
the name of idealism. We are learning, 
and, we trust, profiting, from the past. 
For the non-generation is, above all, the 
generation of investigation. 
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The Social War 
Collegians follow the cocktail path from urbanity to inanity 
WE have been called a "silent gen-
racion," a "conforming genera--
cion," a "non-generation" in 
every branch of our life accivicies--or 
lack of chem--even in our social 
babies. For conformity and lack of ad-
venturousness, our accusers point a 
finger ac our "going-sceady" daring pac-
cerns. Bue how can chey conclude that 
we are silent if they have ever wit-
nessed a cocktail or "open-bid" parry 
populated by our 
college genera-
tion? 
Usually the din 
is enough co drive 
even a staunch 
W.C.T.U.-er co 
drink-mainly be-
cause if you don't 
talk, you've goc co 
do something and 
there isn't much 
else co do at col-
lege parties these 
days. However, 
everyone talks 
-in between the process of inhaling 
as much liquor as possible without 
dying (sickness doesn't count)--even 
if rhey have nothing co say. 
The off - the - top - of - an - empcy-
head "discussions" of Dali's latest fan-
tasy and Barcok's contribution co music 
are all coo frequent. This may bother 
some of the collegians hue they will 
be silenced quickly by "Don't you 
chink Placo's philosophy of govern-
ment really offers a valid solution co 
all our problems today?" And after 
two or three screwdrivers even the 
mosc violent objector co voidly talks 
will be glad co settle yours and che 
world's problems. If we can't be said 
co be silent at our parries, we certain-
ly are conforming, conforming the 
world co our lovely, rose-colored, ever-
fluxing - wich - each - new - empcy-
headed - choughc mold. It's a good 
thing we don't have Aladdin's lamp 
because we might cake it co one of 
our parties and che world would never 
recover. But chen at lease we would 
be doing something instead of merely 
ralking. 
The second bone of contention for 
critics of current collegiate social life 
is our dating paccern. "Courtship on 
the Campus," an article by Nicholas 
David in che February Esquire, reporcs 
"The Game" 
on his one-man survey of the situation. 
He equates every female student with 
a husband-hunting Joan of Arc and 
every male co a sex-oriented Dr. 
Jekyll-Mr. Hyde. He has formulated a 
four-point plan which he feels every 
collegian, male or female, follows in 
his or her dating career: The Early 
Dating Plan, Going Steady, Sex, and 
Victory Through Marriage. The Going 
Steady process, he scares, may start 
anytime after the fifth dace and usual-
ly entails the giving of a fracernicy pin 
or class ring by che boy co his chosen 
belle. 
Mr. David offers at lease one idea 
of value about our conforming gene-
ration, an explanation for our in-
creased desire co go steady. He daces 
it back co che immediate pose-war 
years, 1945-50, when veterans were 
returning "co che campus and inco 
5 
rhe cashmere-covered arms of lonely 
coeds." The vets realized char they 
had co study and knew chey'd have 
more study rime if chey didn't have 
co chase after "sundry coquettes." Con-
sequently, they began latching onto 
sympathetic coeds who would keep 
chem company rhrough the "long 
collegiate winter." This same reason-
ing has continued co the present with 
che modern college male no more in-
terested in com-
petition than the 
veteran. Stag lines 
have even disap-
peared because of 
chis search for 
securicy. 
No man, how-
ever, has yec ac-
know leged the 
face char his going 
sceady means he is 
going co marry 
char par-
ticular girl, says Mr. David. The 
author seems co imply that a fraternity 
pin or class ring is only a bribe for 
a fuller sexual relationship. In some 
cases chis may be true hue he has 
neglected co collect statistics on how 
many pinnings acnially turn into mar-
riages versus how many don't. If he 
did, perhaps he would find chat not 
all men are so basely oriented as he 
seems co chink, or perhaps women are 
just innately deadlier than men. 
The note on which Mr. David ends 
his story is ac once sad and frightening 
for men. Noc long ago, he says, men 
generally waited until 26 or even 30 
co marry; now the average man goes 
steady ac 20 and marries ac 23. This 
certainly leaves little or no time for 
adventure. "And if there's no rime for 
adventure, what's co become of us?" 
N. Ronning '58, M. E. Spector '60 
came lo 
JT is 5: 30 in the afternoon; isolated figures can be seen walking 
along the snowy paths of the college campus. In the zoology 
lab a student is just finishing up her study of the anatomy 
of a cat. In the library another is reading the poetry of Blake, 
preparing to write a paper on one aspect of his mysticism. Why 
are these students at college; more specifically, why Wellesley? 
"In a way it's simply the thing to do," says one freshman. 
A senior replies, "You mean it's because of social pressure." 
She goes on to exP.lain that in her home community a girl is 
expecced to concinue on to a college rather than to work at a 
job or ro get married immediately. Admittedly college is a 
stopgap, but it is also something more. Continuing one's educa-
tion cannot be labeled flatly as mere conformity unless the 
timeless desire of man to learn more about himself and all 
things around him is also labeled as nothing more than a desire 
to conform to his fellow-man's actions. 
As Educators See Us 
Why are you attending col-
lege? Another freshman an-
swers, "Naturally I'm thinking 
of college as preparing for a 
job." But she confesses that her 
Medieval Latin course is not 
exactly something that will in-
sure her success as a career girl. 
A senior reflects that she is not 
spending four years at college 
merely to obtain a diploma to 
wave in j o b-h u n t i n g com-
pent1on. "As a matter of 
1 
. 
fact, a B.A. doesn't even count for much in my field anymore; 
you need a graduate degree to get anywhere," she remarks. 
These girls do expect to carry something of what they learn 
Continued on Page Seven 
"So we know about Plato and we know 
about the French Revolution. What good 
will that do us in ten years?" 
Amidst littered ashtrays during a col-
lege bull session, a student speaks for 
our generation. In an era witnessing a 
strong trend away from an education in 
rhe humanities and toward an education 
in the specific and utilitarian, what kind 
of generation is being produced? Is it a 
group whose prime consideration is 
"Where is my next dollar coming from?" 
Is this the kind of generation our country 
needs? 
in an increasingly materialistic world, the 
American public began to consider it the 
most important type in the secondary 
schools. 
their unwritten pledge to their sole pur-
suit of a liberal arcs education. 
Could our schools have provided a bet-
ter understanding of the liberal arts? Dr. 
Griswold feels that they could not. Many 
factors were against them. Parents had 
begun defaulting more and more responsi-
bility, especially that of discipline, to rhe 
public schools, and the govemment made 
increasing demands that schools provide 
citizenship training. 
We have seen the failure of the liberal 
arts colleges and universities to keep pure 
their aims for "higher education." Courses 
wirh a practical and definite end in view 
in terms of later material success are now 
an inregral part of college curricula. Three 
liberal arts colleges, notes William H . 
Whyte, Jr., in his book The Organization 
Man, now offer degrees in advertising. 
Because state universities must admit 
virtually all resident applicants, vocational 
additions to the curriculum are often made 
to suit the immediate needs of each stu-
dent. In submitting itself ro this kind 
of public censorship, states Dr. Robert 
Hutchins, president of the University of 
Chicago, the university has lost its role 
as an independent center of thought. 
How did this happen? Dr. A. Whitney 
Griswold, president of Yale University, 
tells us that the philosophy of pragmatism, 
as we know it today, began at the end 
of the nineteenth century. The theory that 
"what worked was right" suited a time 
in American history when business was 
booming and nationalistic feelings were 
strong. Ar chis time compulsory education 
was put into effect. Seeing the effectiveness 
that a utilitarian educatiori might have 
As rhe standard of living rose, Dr. 
Griswold explains, more and more stu-
dents who spent their high school years 
focusing on "useful" courses began to 
continue their studies at liberal arts col-
leges and universities. They were not pre-
pared in background or attitude for the 
emphasis on generalized education that 
they met. Thus the universities were forced 
ro include in their curricula such courses 
as ryping, home economics and hotel man· 
agement. In doing so, they abandoned 
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If the stress in modern living is on the 
practical, is it not right that modern 
education be utilitarian? Modern educa-
tors say no. Dr. Robert Hutchins feels 
chat it is wrong ro devote education to 
learning current needs and information 
which by tomorrow will be neit'her cur-
rent nor accurate. "The doctrine of im-
mediate needs," states Dr. Hutchins, "pro-
vides us with no standards." He calls for 
a philosophy aimed at a basic education. 
"The purpose of basic education is to 
bring out our common humanity," he 
says, "a consummation more urgently 
needed today than at any time in rhe last 
five hundred years." Tracing that thread 
of common humanity links man-past with 
man-present; it may be the key to man-
future. A non-generation, unaware of its 
place in the web of humanity, will lack 
insight to shape the fate of tomorrow. 
What effect, then, would the training 
of so many students only in the arts and 
sciences have on our country? The firm 
belief of educators today has been best 
expressed by Dr. Hutchins: "A liberal 
education aims to develop the powers of 
understanding and judgment. It is im-
possible that too many people can be 
educated in rhis sense, because there can-
not be too many people with understand-
ing and judgment." 
Margot Topkins '60, Toni Wien '60 
• Continued from Page Six 
at college on into their lives, however. One sophomore expresses 
it by saying chat she is caking history of art with a parrial view 
coward educating her own children in an appreciation of older 
cultures with which they will probably never come in contact in 
any ocher way. Another sophomore says chat she is caking 
political science to educate the League of Women Vocers in 
her home community co look at their function in rhe com-
munity in a new, vital way. 
became more and more interested in my studies. Now I'm 
absorbed in my Honors work and looking forward to grad 
school." 
A junior muses, "I suppose part of the reason is what was 
expressed in the Vassar study; it is a pleasant, gratifying experi-
ence co look back on because of interesting studies, dorm 
friendships and che general atmosphere." A sophomore con-
tinues, "Ifs the sheer academic experience rhac I enjoy; my 
studies are so absorbing." 
The answers as to what purpose this generation thinks 
a college education is for will always vary with those persons 
who are asked. The very face that the answers do vary and do 
come with a degree of hesitation is indicative that this "non-
generacion" is chinking. They admit they don't have all the 
answers; at times they seem co have very few answers at all. 
But ac lease they have the will co keep asking each other and 
themselves. 
Perhaps these reasons can be summed up by saying this 
generation considers a college education as equipment for 
living a rewarding life in our society in every sense of the word. A senior sums up her feelings by saying "I came because it 
was che thing to do, of course college was fun, and I gradually Barbara Lynch '60 
As Parents See Us 
WHY do our parents provide the funds 
and sometimes the stimulus for our 
gaining higher education? What do they 
really believe we gain from college? 
In answer ro recent inquiry, we found 
that preparation for motherhood seems to 
be foremost in parents' minds, although 
they vary greatly in their estimation of 
rhe value of education coward chis end. 
Some feel chat a stimulating college ex-
perience could spoil a girl's suc(ess as a 
good wife and morher b1• causing her to 
be restless and discontented. Ochers, how-
ever, hold that this same scimularion and 
development of resources would eventual-
ly come ro the rescue of the woman 
"bogged down with domesticity." In the 
same vein, it was expressed chat girls, as 
rhe future reacher-mothers of the country's 
children, should be in every way as well-
educated as rhe fathers. Also influencing 
parental motives is the idea chat college 
provides the best opportunities ro snag 
the man who is "most likely ro succeed." 
Even those who scare that advanced 
education is not necessary to achieve life 
happiness do nor disregard the desire co 
satisfy intellectual curiosity. Most at-
tributed co their daughters an innate urge 
ro seek "knowledge for knowledge's sake." 
Endorsing this desire, they approved of 
Wellesley as a most suitable hunting 
~round. 
Academic standing, family tradition 
and beauty of campus provided the basic 
foundations for their approval. Several 
parents would have preferred their off-
spring ro select a co-educational insticurion. 
However, since rhe daughter was allowed 
ro make her own decision, she became a 
"Wtllcsley i::irl." 
Mose parents are on rhe whole satisfied 
with what their daughters are deriving 
from Wellesley and emphasize the im-
portance of non-academic pursuits. One 
mother commented chat her daughter had 
developed "values, poise, resources and 
happiness besides what the curriculum 
had given her." Another was pleased with 
rhe increased maturity of thought, ap-
preciacion of v a I u es and "wonderful 
friendships." 
However, there was agreement char 
academic pressure is coo severe. Students, 
rather, should relax and enjoy learning 
wirhour regarding it as a burden. Too 
much rime, one parent complained, is de-
voted to information which Wellesleyires 
will never be able to utilize in later life. 
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A general need is felt for rime in which 
rhe student may pursue social, intellectual. 
athletic or just contemplative interests. 
One mother was horrified that girls should 
feel compelled to turn down daces and 
new social contacts in order to complete 
academic work. 
Wellesley girls are at a definite disad-
vantage by not being " in intellectual 
contact with members of the opposite sex," 
because rhey cannot learn to appreciate the 
male's evaluations of material and intel-
lectual values. Social rontacts, this parent 
feels, are inadequate for establishing !'his 
relacionshi p. 
The opinion was also expressed that 
che whole present college generation lacks 
t:>lerance and understanding of other gen-
t rations, and that it puts coo much stress 
on the intellectual and educational ac-
romplishments of an individual. This 
parent is convinced that "four years of 
college cannot balance a lifetime of ex-
perience." 
The narrowness of the social classes 
represented at Wellesley is a source of 
concern to another. She wrote, "My daugh-
ter ... has nor learned ro appreciate the 
feelings and opinions of all classes of 
people. I think that this is because the 
large majority of the student body comes 
from a single social level. As a result 
•tudents conform in nearly all phases of 
1heir background, rather than developing 
individual thoughts through the influence 
of the members of rhe faculty." 
There is a consensus that the rise in 
1 he cost of education is "unfortunate." It 
is felt nevertheless that whatever sacrifice 
is necessary is worthwhile because "the 
cost of education is nor relevant ro its 
value." 
France1 Layman '60, Beth Randall 16 1 
. , 
'loac Tops 
Aida, Armstrong, At The Hop. 
Bebop, Ballet, Brigadoon, Bach. 
Concertos, Carmen, Fingers Carr. 
Debussy, Duchin, Danse Macabre. 
Eroica, Eckstine, Easy To Love. 
Figaro, Folk Songs, Flanagan, Ralph. 
Gershwin, Goodman, Gotterdamme-
rung. 
Handel, Hildegarde, Hampton, L. 
Iturbi, Intermezzo, I Love Paris. 
Jazzbo, Jeritza, Joni James. 
Kreisler, Kern, Kiss Me Kate. 
Lohengrin, Lehrer, Love For Sale. 
Mozart, McGuires, My Fair Lady. 
Nocturnes, New Orleans, Night and 
Day. 
Oklahoma, Offenbach, 0 Sole Mio. 
Pipe Dream, Polkas, Prokofiev. 
Quartets, QuintE'ts, Carmel Quinn. 
Romberg, Ravel, Rock and Roll. 
Sinatra, Sibelius, Satchmo, Strauss. 
Tosca, Tschaikovsky, Trios, Torch. 
Undine, Uncle Bouqui, Up In Central 
Park. 
Valente, Verdi, Victory At Sea. 
White Christmas, Wagner, William 
Tell. 
Xactly Like You, Los Xeys. 
Yma, Young, You're The Top. 
Zarzuelas, Zach, Eddie Zime. 
The Mu1le 'I• 
Exeter Theatre 
KE 6-7067 
Near Copley Square 
Delightful Revival Package 
4TH WEEK 
Guiness Meets Guiness! 
THE LADY KILLERS 







Centr1ll1 loc1ted nur Kenmore 
Squ1r1 In Boston ••• convenient to 
rail dlpots ••• airports .•• 111d rapid 
subw17 service to all parts of the city 
Special Somerset f1cilities for theatre 






Singte willl 111nnin1 water _,$ 3.30 
Sin11e wltll bath ..... --.$ 5.50 
Double-bedded rooms ·--S 7.00 
Twin-bedded rooms ...... - ..... $ 8.80 
Triple ....... - .............. - ............. $11.50 
.... ...... "'. II',..,.. ..... .. 
1 ~~ 
400 ComA'IOnw11lth Aven• 




Beginning Sun.day, March 9 
Exclusive Showing 
Kenneth More and 
Sally Ann Howes in 
"THE ADMIRABLE 
CRICHTON" 
also Academy Award 
Undersea Adventure 





Economical Waterless Cooking 
With Aluminum Cooking Utensils by 
WEAR EVER 
For Information Call 
MR. DANIEL P. FEELEY 
(Bonded Demonstrator and Distributor) 
OLympic 3-4317 
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A NEWS Extra 
THE vote of Academic Council t0 re-
vise Wellesley's academic sched-
ule was a vote of confidence in 
the scudent body. We have been of-
fered not only a new plan but a new 
philosophy of education that assumes 
and requires intellectual maturity. Re-
sponsibility has not been shifted from 
the faculty t0 the student body, rather 
each has taken on an added obliga-
tion: rhe faculty tO maximize the 
value of less lecture time, the students 
to utilize t0 the fullest increased time 
for independent work. 
The plan as outlined by Ella Keats 
Whiting, dean of rhe college, at an 
all-college assembly March 7 changes 
rhe basic pattern of three fifty minute 
periods per week per course t0 two 
periods per week, each lasting a full 
hour. Classes will be scheduled all 
day Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday with Wednesday and Saturday 
mornings free. Courses still will carry 
three semester hours of credit and they 
still will carry the expectation of about 
nine hours of work per week. 
Not all departments and courses 
will be affected by the change. Cer-
tain arr courses will continue tO meet 
for rwo lectures and studio practice; 
some music, math and elementary 
language courses still will require 
three class periods; laboratory science 
courses will reduce class time some-
what but Jaborarory periods will be 
PROGRAM INNOVATION 
maintained. Wednesday afternoon will 
be used especially for labs, studios and 
rhe rhird hour in special courses but 
such work will also be scheduled at 
other times. 
The change in academic schedule 
will also require mechanical shifs in 
rhe riming of classes, lunch hour and 
extra-curricular meetings. But, con-
trary ro rumors, rhe free cutting sys-
tem will be preserved. 
Miss Whiting cited three benefits 
rhe faculty and administration expect 
of rhe new program. "In releasing 
some time from classes, we are giving 
added imporrance to your own study, 
to your independent thinking ... 
In clearing parrs of the week from 
scheduled appointments, we give you 
a greater measure of control over the 
use of your time. In freeing Wednes-
day morning from all scheduled ap-
pointments for both faculty and stu-
dents, we provide an island within the 
week for individual study and reflec-
tion." 
The importance of the schedule re-
vision lies more in its philosophy than 
in its specific implementation. Its suc-
cess depends more on student endorse-
ment of rhis philosophy rhan on the 
mechanical efficiency of the plan. We 
wholeheartedly accept the basic as-
swnption that serious independent 
study is of highest educational value. 
This thesis underlies Wellesley's cur-
riculum as it ~ow stands. Until now, 
students had ro wair until junior or 
senior year before rhey had the chance 
formally to undertake such intensive 
investigarion of a subject as is offered 
by 350 work. The change expounds 
this opportunity by allowing greater 
and earlier emphasis on independent 
study. 
What this procedural revolution 
will mean ro Wellesley cannot, of 
course, be predicted in terms of con-
crete objectives. Possible results must 
be related ro rhe nature of rhe goals 
of an acaJemic community, which cer-
tainly were never meant ro be mea-
sured quantitatively. From a pracrical 
point of view, we are inclined to be-
lieve char nexr year will see Jess cur-
ring. This, in itself, is nor an aim of 
the new program, bur, nevertheless, 
a highly desirable by-product. 
This radical departure from decades 
of Wellesley rradirion is rhe result of 
the combined efforrs of faculty and 
administration who devoted countless 
hours to rhe completion of a plan de-
signed to facilitate the learning pro-
cess for us. Everyone agrees rhar this 
is a program which will have to be 
9 
implemented co be fully evaluated. 
Bur, ir is considerably more than a 
calculated risk. No such drastic mea-
sure could ever have been concern 
plated without the assumptions: ( l) 
char rhe change would provide a 
needed srimularion through an allevia-
tion of unnecessary tensions and ( 2) 
char W elleslcy srudenrs are capable 
of assuming a greater degree of re-
sponsibil iry. 
More important is rhe prospect of 
an increasingly education-conscious 
campus. This, even in such a college 
as Wellesley, is no paradox. Next year 
we anticipate a srudent body which 
will be more critical of irs approach 
to learning than ever before. Constant 
awareness of the experiment that has 
been undertaken, plus rhe necessity 
for reorganizing habitual srudy plans 
will focus our minds more intensely 
on our primary reason for coming to 
college. 
By this innovation, Academic Coun-
cil has expressed irs fairh in our in-
tellccrual maturity. We hope to see 
proof rhar Wellesley srudents are not 
a Non-Generation by their enthusias-
tic response to rhe challenge of the 
coming year. 
Emily Cohen '59 .Dorothy Seidel '58 
Illusion or Belief 
"If .. . chere is a God-he must be 
quite a sadist." Is chis the view typical 
:>f a generation raised during World 
War II and the cold war, growing up 
co Sputniks, prepared to put their 
saf esr feet forward on che shores of 
a world explosion? 
The churchmen and educators who 
have labeled our generation bitter 
and hard-boiled about religion de-
::eive themselves by deriving such over-
generalized epitaphs from the start-
ling remarks of a few disillusioned 
people. Others have been less harsh. 
The Reverend Charles B. Templeton 
of New York City merely says that 
we are apacheric, that we "use re-
ligion like a hot water bottle, to get 
over temporary discomforts." 
Attempting to evaluate che reli-
gious attitude of a generation is a 
difficult task. If we cannot draw broad 
conclusions from personal observa-
tion and conversation, neither can we 
Aerlal view of the three chapels at Brandeis 
learn che whole story from statistics. 
Yer for our purposes, the Harvard 
Student Council's "Report on Religion 
at Harvard" does furnish an unprej-
udiced and representative picture of 
religious attitudes found among col-
lege students. 
Io February, 1956, the committee 
decided that chere was a "surprisingly 
large amount of religious interest at 
Harvard." This conclusion was drawn 
from che tabulated answers ro such 
questions as "Do you fed that you 
require some form of religious orien-
tation or belief in order to achieve a 
mature philosophy of life?" "Io your 
life, how important are chose moments 
of personally moving spiritual insight 
which might be called religious ex-
perience?" "How important to you 
are questions about the existence and 
nature of God?" 
Religious interest has been mani-
fested throughout the nation's campus-
10 
es by such phenomena as large at-
tendances at lectures on sacred topics, 
by more religion courses and by col-
lege-sponsored Religion Weeks. 
Religious interest is not necessarily 
re.fleeted in religious worship. Among 
a group of students interviewed at 
Wellesley, there was wide variation 
on whether religion need be an 
organized practice. Arguments against 
formal religion were usually based on 
the fact that the individual felt she 
could communicate with God with-
out attending a service. 
If church attendance is not nec-
essarily a part of religion, how chen 
can we define religion? As the Har-
vard Study emphasized, "The religious 
outlook hinges on the single fact of 
God's existence. If a religious student 
is convinced rhat there is no such 
Being, a comprehensive reworking of 




There is' a distinction between the 
intellectual and emotional aspects of 
religion. Questions about the nature 
and existence of God are intellectual; 
religious experience is emotional. 
There is a great tendency among 
college students to intellectualize their 
religion. Rational inquiry in ocher 
areas of study leads one to cry to 
rationalize religion. The increase in 
the number of Bible majors at Welles-
ley is one illustration of this point. 
Students want either to establish a 
religious view or to find support for 
their existing religious beliefs. 
At this point we can defend our-
selves against those who call us the 
"silent generation." The high level of 
rheoloeical or religious philosophical 
interest indic?.tes that we are voicing 
our attitudes. We are not blindly ac-
cepting religious teaching, but we are 
trying to establish our own personal 
beliefs. Religious orientation does 
begin at home, but religious develop-
ment takes place in the individual. 
Why are we interested in religion? 
The need for security is most often 
cited. This was the reason for Rev-
erend Templeton's "hot water bottle" 
remark. Psychological interpreters of 
religion can point to lack of security 
as the basis for all religion. The re-
ligion of our generation must not, 
therefore, be disparaged for represent-
ing only security. It also represents 
fulfillment, enrichment and dedica-
tion to a higher purpose. The last, 
commitment, embodies both "intellec-
tual grasp of meaning and emotional 
adherence to value." 
Patricia Grollman '60 
Religion and the Rebel 
QUR dying Western civilization needs 
a new religion; a religion as fresh and 
as astounding as early-day Christianity. 
Advocating this new religion in his book 
Religion and the Rebel, England's young 
Colin Wilson proposes a profession of 
faith in contemporary existentialism. 
Mr. Wilson may be termed a mystic; 
his viewpoints, idealistic. His book may 
be praised or damned, but it cannot be 
dismissed. While others of this generation, 
dissatisfied, discontented, even hostile 
toward our society, remain passive or 
develop a mood of materialistic cynicism 
and overtones of rebellion, this young 
author arrives at a religious solution. 
He speaks not to general humanity, 
but to a select minority whom he terms 
the "outsiders." These "outsiders" are the 
so-called misfits of our society, those, who, 
though they be saints or rebels, mystics 
or idealists, are the sole persons to realize 
that they are a part of a dangerously sick 
humanity in a sick and decaying civiliza· 
tion. 
Religion and the Rebel is an urgent 
demand that our dying society be given 
back to the misfits who created it. Mr. 
Wilson introduces the reader to many of 
these "outsiders," from history and from 
the twentieth century: Jacob Hoehme, 
Soren Kierkegaard, F. Scott Fitzgerald 
and Bernard Shaw. It is the lack of reli-
gious tension in a materially prosperous 
society against which these "outsiders" are 
rebelling. 
To these men, Mr. Wilson claims, has 
come the revelation that nothing is ever 
discovered by logic. Rational thought is 
not the answer to rhe problems of a smug, 
aoathetic and stagnant society. The young 
English existentialist infers that socializa-
tion into this society with no individual 
attempt to rise above the norms can re-
duce the human being to an animal level. 
At this point, apparently, the non-gen-
eration stands, deeply aware of some es-
Prote1t1nt 
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sential discontentment, unable to discern 
a cause or to produce a solution. 
Solutions to the futility, hostility and 
frustrations of Jiving are evolved through 
insight and spiritual vwon. Mao must find 
again a spiritual and moral purpose, the 
young Englishman asserts; he must be 
possessed by it and ding tenaciously to it. 
The reader of Religion and the Rebel 
will realistically ask the question, "Just 
what is chis ultimate purpose?" And Mr. 
Wilson cries vehemently - anything, 
anything that propagates "involvement in 
life, anything that will seize the individual 
of this generation by the hair and make 
him have a more intense life than his 
own will is capable of inducing. The more 
one has to fight against, the more alive 
one can be." Ideally, perhaps, the person 
would disregard the bonds of society and, 
within a new sphere, refind himself. 
Rationally, the author concedes this to be 
impossible and cautions his disciples to 
work with.in the framework of twentieth 
century culture. 
Although it may be argued that his 
contentions are overly exaggerated, his 
solution extreme and idealistic, Mr. Wil-
son has pictured realisrically the dissatis-
factions of a non-generation. .And even 
more surely he pictures the dissatisfactions 
of countless generations preceding, epito-
mized in a contemporary sociery where ad-
vanced interest in the psychology of the 
human and the sociology of the society 
has laid open new fields of speculation. 
Mr. Wilson sees a generation where 
a need for security has produced con-
formity to norms and mores. He sees a 
generation which, it can probably be 
said safely, urgently attempts to define 
its dissatisfactions, which strongly feels 
a need for some "purpose." Failure can 
be seen in three directions: an insufficient 
knowledge in knowing how to pursue, 
a too·hasty pursuit and fear. 
Penelope lngf'am '60 
C1thollc 
FULL OF SOUND AND FURY 
Perhaps She Should Be Spanked 
THE work of eighteen-year-old novel-
ist Pamela Moore, Chocolates 
For Breakfast, describes the deca-
dence of a generation of rich, young 
Americans. Her heroine, Courtney Far-
rell, exists freely and miserably 
amoral, in a world that sets no limits, 
offers no protecting standard of 
normality. The New York Times 
commented: "Not very long ago it 
would have been regarded as shock-
ing to find girls in rheir reens reading 
rhe kind of books they're now writing." 
lmmediarely we should ask the ques-
tions: why does a young girl write such 
a book today and, almost as important, 
why is she so eagerly received by the 
reading public? 
Those looking for evidence that 
ours is a "Jost generation" might well 
seize on these characters as examples 
of modern degeneracy, as products of 
world tensions, of materialism and 
easy wealth. 
All this no doubt has some truth 
in it, but we must not fonret. first, 
the exaggeration and simplification 
SHOCKING:' Immoral? Without pur-
pose? Or what adjectives does a 
young author, one who caught the 
eye of the world through Bonjour, 
Tristesse and A Certain Smile, apply 
in her works to her own generation? 
In her latest novel, Those Witho11t 
Shadows, Francoise Sagan depicts a 
small circle of Parisians-sophisti-
cated, amoral and restless. Seven of 
these nine people are in their twenties; 
all are of the literary set. The story 
revolves around their changing re-
lationships and their motivating de-
~ires. 
The characters d r i ft aimlessly 
through rhe pages in a confused 
quest for love. Bur Francoise Sagan 
passes off passion as love. Her 
approach is deliberately unromantic. 
A wealthy young woman heedlessly 
roys wirh, and flings away, love. A 
novelist, unable to escape from the 
memory of a love affair, neglects his 
wife. An ambitious and beautiful ac-
of the novel, which deals with a very 
limited set of people; second, a dif -
ferent trend in our culture - the 
search for security which shows irself 
in the number of early marriages; 
third, the overlooked fact that al-
coholism, sex, and neurotic tension 
are not the inventions of the twentieth 
century. What is new here is the bold 
elaboration of them 10 print by a 
young girl. 
One reason might be the type of 
progressive education, so popular a 
few years ago, urging the free self· 
expression of children. Important, too, 
is rhe tremendous stress our culture 
is putting on psychology, in particular 
the tracing of all our actions and re-
actions to the relationship with our 
parents. We find it fashionable to 
blame all our misdeeds on misunder-
standing mothers and fathers. 
Throughout her book, Miss Moore, 
by the type of characters she creates, 
urges us to sympathize with the young 
people, to excuse their pseudo-sophis-
tication, their wrong-doings, because 
tress calculates love only in terms of 
the success it can bring to her career. 
Nicole is the single character that re-
mains faithful to one person through-
out the book and, nor so parenthetical-
ly, is pictured as the mosr uninterest-
ing and rhe most unintelligent of the 
group. 
For this Parisian circle the past 
possesses memories, but no lessons; 
the present looms in importance; and 
the future does not exist. Their 
thoughts concern the present moment 
alone. Wirhour furure thought, no 
furure goal can exist to direct and 
mold rheir lives. They wander about 
their world, whose circumference is 
no larger than their own circle, as 
actors in search of a role. "They could 
never really be happy and they knew 
it. And at rhe same rime they knew, 
obscurely, that it didn't matter." 
Francoise Sagan does not, I be-
lieve, entirely create this setting and 
irs people from a figment of her 
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they have never been raughr different-
ly. The parents of Courtney Farrell 
and those of Janer Parker, her friend, 
are, as individuals, less competent, less 
mature than even their unrestrained 
reenage daughters. They are characters 
of a single dimension-drunk, neu-
rotic, uninterested. The author does 
not tell us why rhey are so. To explain 
her heroine, she rells us only that the 
parents are in the wrong. 
The writing of such a book seems 
to me not only the expression of an 
active imagination, but an attempt at 
self-justification now encouraged by 
our society. Do the young readers 
of Chocolates For Breakfast enjoy the 
book for its shock-appeal, for the fact 
that it is written by a contemporary, or 
do they find it a self-justification for 
themselves and their weaknesses, an 
excuse to resentfully unload their re-
sponsibilities onto their environment? 
The implications of such rationaliza-
tion are clearly dangerous. The ques-
tion, each reader must answer him-
self. Merritt Frindel '58 
Gaite Parisienne 
imagination. Perhaps all is a little ex-
aggerated; perhaps the acrions of the 
characters are more fitting in a novel 
than in real life. But perhaps these 
characters could find their shadows, 
their reflections, in us. 
This generation--our generation-
is Francoise Sagan's source material. 
How much of our rhought concerns 
the future? Or more explicitly, how 
much of our rhoughr of rhe future con-
cerns us? Yes, we think of tomorrow, 
but only as it matters ro us personal-
ly. We view ourselves as the principal 
actors. Ler us condemn this group of 
Parisians for their lack of goals, lack 
of concern. Let us frowningly measure 
rhe size of rheir world, bur first let us 
make sure we have a ruler large 
enough. 
Are we like rhe Parisians, "those 
without shadows," without reflection. 
wirhour dimension? Or are we with-
out shadows because we srand in the 
shade? Caroline Breese '60 
Dreary Even for Americans 
THB controversial import from the Brit-
ish stage, Look Back In Anger, pur-
ports to comment on and cry against 
our generation of post-war youth. It is a 
tale told midst squalor and depravity, 
filled with sound and fury, signifying 
nothing. 
The basic plot is flimsy, but adequate. 
Jimmy Porter i~ a young intellectual whose 
education has raised him from his working-
class origins. He is married to Alison, the 
daughter of an upper-class family. Jimmy 
runs a sweet shop and he and his wife 
subsist in a dingy garret. Alison leaves 
Jimmy, only to rerurn to him at the end 
of the play. 
The discordant sounds which fill the 
play are those of the world around Jimmy: 
rhe radio, clouded by static; the senseless-
ly clanging church bells; the rustling news-
papers which veil truth with platitudes 
and inane insistence on the production 
of hydrogen bombs. Everything which 
could have meaning for Jimmy, every-
thing to which he turns in his futile, 
grasping search for something, is reduced 
to confused, indistinguishable, irrelevant 
sound. 
Jimmy is helpless and ineffectual. Lash-
ing fury, unrepressed, unreasoning, semi-
coherent, is the only answer to his frustra-
tion. "Bilious scorn" is released on every-
thing within range--art, religion, radio, 
Sunday, England, wives and mothers-in-
law. His incisive wit sends fonh darts 
of cruel brilliance. He reduces middle-
dass sociery to a group of people who 
"turn pale and face the East at the thought 
of misalliance in marriage." 
Quiet, squirrel-like Alison is a distant 
kin of our "beat" generation. She shows 
no anger, no energy, no enthusiasm. She 
merely endures. "Pusillanimous," cries 
Jimmy; Alison should rightfully be named 
"pusillanimous." She refuses t0 commit 
herself. He sees her as the representative 
of a world in which no one has "guts and 
sensitiviry." 
"Gurs and sensitivity" are the two at-
tributes which Jimmy dearly does dis-
play. He has the force of wrath and cruel-
ty. At the same time, we are certain that 
he feels, he cares. "To become angry," 
says playwright John Osborne, "is co care." 
As a Newsweek theatre critic commented, 
Jimmy is ''merely yelling his head off for 
the sake of demonstrating to himself and 
the universe that he is alive." At least he 
is alive, not apathetic, lethargic, com-
placent, going through the motions of 
living. Jimmy's fury seeks to embody life. 
Bur just as the sounds of living are 
empty, the fury of life is smothered by 
vacuum and sterility. There is no doubt 
that Jimmy is angry; the question is, 
what is he angry about? He rants about 
his existence !:>ecause he finds himself 
thrown into a society which has no mean-
ing for him. But he is essentially a rebel 
with a high I. Q. and no cause. Although 
he feels and cares intensely, he recognizes 
that he has nothing to feel for. ''There 
aren't any good, brave causes left," Jimmy 
announces dramatically. We all stand for 
the "Brave, New, Nothing-very-much-
rhank-you." 
John Osborne's intention is "to make 
people feel, to give them lessons in feel-
ing. They can think afterwards." He shocks 
people into feeling, bur the impact of 
his play remains negative. He gives them 
nothing concrete to feel about. Jimmy 
violates the portrait of the Organization 
Man, but he replaces it only with the 
figure of rhe Disorganization Man. 
Is this play a document of our gen-
eration, as many critics have said? Are 
we an unenthusiastic, apathetic generation 
with but a few angry men who try in 
vain to wake us? 
Perhaps we are. It is a question wonh 
careful consideration. The ideas, char-
acters and situations which John Osborne 
presents are provocative. If we are un-
enthusiastic and non-committal--and I 
think there has been a strong tendency 
for us to lapse into that kind of com-
placency-Look Back In Anger may shake 
us into recognition of our plight. Its ap-
pearance may indicate a dominant trend. 
Nevertheless, the play should not be 
held up as the document of our generation 
in America. It is too negative to present 
a coherent, documentary picture. It can 
merely suggest and imply. We see what 
Jimmy is trying to destroy, but we do 
not know what he would se< up in its 
place. The only positive values in the 
play are enthusiasm and feeling, and 
even these are relegated to a position of 
mere existence without meaning in them-
selves. 
John Osborne has tried to show English-
men that "it's dreary living in an Ameri-
can age, unless, of course, you're an 
American." His play suggests, at the same 
time, that it may be terribly dreary even 
if you are an American. 
Alice Arsham '59 
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MOLDING A SHELL 
To the growing list of catch-all phrases 
which describe American youth, add 
a new one: the semi-conscious generation. 
American college students are thorough-
going in their devotion t0 self-improve-
ment, winning prestige, getting ahead and 
being liked. But the amazing consistency 
these young men and women are ignorant 
or indifferent to local, national or inter-
national affairs. This extreme self-orienta· 
tion has produced a mental state almost 
impervious to external influence. 
This is the conclusion drawn in a re-
cently-published book, Changing Values 
in College, by Phillip Jacob. Mr. Jacob 
has compiled and evaluated 349 different 
surveys and studies of college youth. He 
finds that the main effect of college is 
to socialize the values of the individual 
"so that he can fit comfortably into the 
ranks of American college alumni." By 
graduation time the student has discarded 
any extreme views he may have held as 
a freshman. Politically and economically, 
he .is conservative; socially and morally, 
he is Ii beral. 
Typical surveys demonstrate that from 
college to college there is little variation 
in the charaeteristic values of the students. 
They are "gloriously contented and un-
abashedly self-centered." Strangely enough, 
most students predict a major war in 
another dozen years, but contradictorily 
express little interest in international 
affairs. Students feel a need for religion, 
but not as a basis for living. Although 
traditional moral standards are upheld, 
lapses inro academic dishonesty are socially 
permissible at some institutions. 
Probably the most srattling revelation 
of the Jacob study is the critique of the 
impact of the teacher on student values. 
Most teachers do not influence student 
values. The few who do are those who 
are outspoken about their own beliefs 
and thus make students take a stand. 
The curriculum has even less effect on 
students. Only a few value-laden courses 
penetrate beneath the surface and serious-
1 y alter a student's beliefs. These courses 
may, for example, awaken political in-
terest, increase rolerance of minority 
groups or provoke a re-analysis of re-
ligious convictions. 
Mr. Jacob believes that this generation 
i> the usher of a major cultural and 
ethical revolution in the United States. 
America has always been basically re-
ligious, founded upon a Puritan culture. 
Not so today. The sociery which Mr. Jacob 
foresees will be nominally religious, 
rhough essentially secular, and self-
oriented, though group-conforming. If his 
findings are right, this generation has 
sounded the death-knell for America's 
traditional Puritan morality. 
Diane Silt1ers '60 
Allegro 
Conformato 
MUSICAL taste is viewed as an intrinsic 
part of the cultured college girl and 
an absence of it cannot be excused 
by a lack of information, training or in-
interest. No one in our generation wants 
to be any more non-cultural than anyone 
else. 
Wellesley girls arc prepared to take 
stands on music such as .. I love folk-sing-
ing.. or .. I love classical music... Some 
opinions are backed up by a broad know-
ledge of music; others are momentary 
likes and cmlikes; others are picked up 
second-hand ... We're low-brows," several 
freshmen announced . .. We just like pop-
ular music and listening to the radio---9.nd 
we're honest about it!" 
This opinion may not be typical a< 
Wellesley but honesty may not be typical 
either. How sincere are we about what 
we say we enjoy or are we trying to im-
press ourselves, each other and the world 
in general? Are our tastes based on social 
prestige, on the likes of our generation 
or on pure enjoyment? 
What we pay for may indicate what 
we like. It appears that the better known 
names are the box office draws in the 
classical music department, perhaps be-
cause of lack of familiarity wi<h other 
names. 
The Wellesley Concert Series stresses a 
variety of performances, either reflecting 
a variety of taste, or possibly aiming at a 
general SOr< of appeal on the basis that 
no one knows what she likes anyway 
and wants to hear whatever seems in-
teresting. However, the coocerts we at-
tend may not represent the music we like 
or prove that we like music at all. Tickets 
may be bought becawe a concert is a 
good place co go, or to prove that "I do 
like music; I really think it's neat; I'm 
as well-rounded as anyone else." 
Records bought for dormitory and per-
sonal use show some variety. One sample 
selection in a dormitory living room fee. 
cured a Princeton singing group, "Rhap-
sody in Blue" and Dvorak's New World 
Symphony. Private collections are likely 
to emphasize either personal favorites or 
what the owner chinks ·her favorites should 
be or pure utility. ..I brought all my 
Vivaldi records to school,.. one phono-
graph owner explained, "because they're 
the only ones I can work to." 
It is difficult to cell whether present 
tastes in music are individual or are 
those of our generation. Even the variety 
of opinions may fall within certain sec 
categories of what is acceptable, allowing 
no real divergence from the standards. 
Nancy Spelman '61 
"This fl'ff brush and Ink drawing was a sat problem to create 
a pattern, equally valid as white shapes or as black • • • 
positive and negative form.'' 
Portrait of the Artist 
H~s the Unlost Generation found it-
self in art? How are young artists 
developing their talents and just 
what is "the art of our generation"? 
For a definitive view on this subject 
from an artist and teacher w'ho has 
had on-the-spot experience with young 
art students, we questioned Richard 
Boyce, instructor in t'.he Wellesley Art 
Department. 
Where are the Rembrandts 
and Picassos of the future 
coming from-what is their 
background? 
"In general, good painters don't 
go to college. The college curriculum, 
as it is now set up, is often a detri-
ment. It makes the art student's per-
sonality more diffused." 
What are the reasons for 
this? 
"A painter is a directed individual, 
not a 'well-rounded' one. He has one 
central core of interest: painting." 
What do you think of the 
kind of art that is now being 
produced by young painters? 
"Painting is in a state of .Bux. It 
suffers from a lack of discipline. Much 
too much emphasis is placed on the 
quality of originality for its own sake." 
Do you have some definite 
opinions about specific paint-
ings that have been done by 
14 
young painters .•. Some that 
you feel show special talent? 
'The hardest thing in rhe world is 
to evaluate the art of one's own time. 
As in any one period in the develop-
ment of a culture, there are always 
important things being done. We can't 
evaluate those of our own age be-
cause we don't know where we're 
going. We must let time come be-
tween, to lee us see them properly. 
Each new development, if valid, pass-
es into tradition." 
Ruth MacGuf fie '60 
Paintinas are !>v Marti BeMdiet '58, 
photographed !>11 Camille Baller '59 
and commented on 1>11 Mr. B<>11ce. 
"ChartrH Cathedral:" " ••• painted from 
a photograph. Within a tradltlonal 
framework, the Interest Is hara In a 
pattem of angular shape." 
What So Proudly We Hail 
AREN'T we Americans unique? We're 
n just che biggest and the best that 
ever hit Mother Earth. Nothing, no-
body getS in our way. We're the fount 
of all progress. We like the starus quo 
(except maybe when Russia fires a couple 
of Sputniks or railroad rates go up again), 
an<i we're really quite casual about making 
and breaking tradition as it suits us. We're 
a nation of hard workers and opportunists 
and we're darn proud of ourselves. 
his life following tradition when he could 
be out earning an extra dollar or watch-
ing a ball game. There's just not enough 
rime for that around here. 
Anyway, we've got a much better sub-
stitute for tradition. We've got rose-
colored glasses, and every time an uncom-
fortable issue comes up we put them 
on (they're so pretty) and the world gets 
all pink and sweet and America is really 
just the best and safest place to be. If 
anyone is ever so alien as to suggest thac 
maybe t'here are a few flaws in some of 
our institutions, he is told indignantly 
that "those on top know"-and this must 
be so. 
Or if anyone hints that we're nOt as 
united as we could be, and that we're 
a little lackadaisical in our loyalty, he 
gets a sound verbal thrashing. Everyone 
knows we're firmly united against Russia. 
We have just got to-and we will-beat 
them in the moon race, the space race, 
rhe arms race, the allies race, the prestige 
race, etc., etc., etc. Oh, Achilles, you'll 
never a.tdi up with us; the American tor-
toise always stays a little bit ahead, you 
know, because we're a superior species 
bred under the finest democratic condi-
tions since 1776. 
Of course, once in a while our rose-
colored glasses slide down the bridge of 
our noses, and we do see a little harsh 
light. So we discuss, you know, things 
like segregation, poverty, bureaucracy, 
faulty education systems-and it's oh, so 
stimulating. And then the challenge goes 
up. First prize of a swelled head to whom-
tver can remember the most from what 
he's read in the newspaper. Most of us 
do pretty well around here, and Americans 
in general are no slouches. Well, but 
this has been going on for countless gene-
rations, so they say, so why bother to 
change now. Those rose-colored glasses 
are so restful! And after all, we are top-
notch, you just can't deny that. So what 
if we're not so intense over every little 
i;sue; things will take care of themselves 
eventually. It just takes time 
Carol'jn Sterbin '58 
Take our humor. Even today we reflect 
rhat lovable, laughable, self-inflated Yan-
kee spirit that characterized us ever since 
we began to squeal for our freedom two 
hundred odd years ago. Our latest have 
been puns on Russia's satellites: "Pupnik," 
"mutnik," and the "the herd shot round 
the world." A New Yorker cartoon which 
into a rocket whimsically pokes fun at 
America's growing "inferiority complex" 
(as if that could ever exist-much less 
grow!) 
GLOBALLY INDIFFERENT 
Then there is the story of a couple of 
college graduates down in Washington 
who spent fifteen minutes one day throw-
ing snowballs at rhe Russian embassy. How 
silly! But any red-blooded American pat· 
rri0t would gleefully (if secretly) con-
done it~r he would not be a true, red-
bloocled American patriot. All of which 
just goes to show that we have a marvel-
lously self-confident, self-conscious talent 
for laughing away shaken egos. 
But, really, we can't be that unique. 
Just because we crack a couple of jokes . . 
Oh, but we are!--especially when it comes 
to tradition. 
Around the Christmas season the Greeks 
practice the enchanting custom of dedicat-
ing the first piece of their traditional cake 
to the country and its future prosperity. 
The average American will heartily en-
dorse this fine, old-world ritual, and he 
will sigh wistfully when he hears it is 
in danger of extinction. But could you 
ever picture him dedicating a drumstick 
from his Thanksgiving turkey to the per-
petuation and prosperity of our demo-
cracy? That's how we're different. We love 
hearing about the long-lived customs of 
others (who but the Americans displayed 
such enthusiasm over the coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth?) but we live too much 
in the present and for the future to en-
cumber ourselves with "impractical" cere-
monies. Who would ever want to spend 
ACCUSING the young adult generation 
n of political apathy seems to have been 
the thing to do throughout modern his-
tory. Some thirty-five years ago, the flap-
oers were condemned for light-hearted 
frivolity and ne~ect of serious political 
issues. Their attitude has been attributed 
to a sense of false prosperity. The collegi-
ans of depression days were criticized for 
unconcern toward important affairs but 
exonerated because they were living in a 
time of economic crisis. 
Todav our generation stands accused 
of POiitical aoathy for which there seems 
no justifiable cause. The charge is more 
serious than ever before, because today 
T')()litical matters are of global interest, 
and foreign and domestic problems can-
not be separated. 
The question whether American youth 
is prepared to cope with global problems 
was brouJZht to the fore last summer at 
The World Festival of Youth and Stu-
dents held in Moscow. Richard Medalie, 
:t Harvard Law School student who was 
in Moscow durin~ the festival, discovered 
that many young United States citizens 
had difficultv in presenting their ideas 
to people who had basic premises different 
from their own. American delegates either 
handled questi'ons inadequately or in too 
academic a manner. 
"One thing which became evident," 
Rick observed, "was our profound mis-
understanding of the nature of totalitarian 
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and democratic societies. Many people 
from the West expected to find a 1984 
in literal terms and indeed may well have 
been shocked not to find such external 
manifestations of 'literary totalitarianism.' 
Many failed to realize that rhe real differ-
ence between totalitarianism and demo-
cracy was in the open versus the closed 
society. 
"The face of evil was unrecognizable 
as well. We are too used to thinking in 
terms of 'bad guys versus good guys'," 
Rich declared. "The 'bad guy' is always 
recognized 1n the West: movies and TV 
portray him as the dark-haired, oily, mus-
taehioed villain who perhaps takes candy 
away from babies. The shock came when 
it was found that this villain was a fine 
family man who loved children, who was 
charming and friendly-but who just 
happened to have ideas different from 
ours, ideas, however, which made all the 
difference in the world," Medalie ex-
pounded. 
Rick believed that Americans and odler 
participants in the festival made consider-
able impact on Soviet citizens. Muscovites 
were able to observe different peoples 
from different countries. However, in 
Rick's opinion, "long-range student ex-
change is a far more desirable way of 
exchanging ideas than such a festival." 
The Russians' views of political matters 
vary considerably, Medalie stated. "We 
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a Silent Generation 
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GET THE NEWEST SPORTING EQUIPMENT-
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This poem by Lynne Willett, a 
Smith College sophomore, was award-
ed one of the college poetry prizes 
last year: 
"News of the Younger Set: we have 
noticed rhe growing popularity of the 
classically simple round gold pin, a 
tasteful necessity for today's easier 
styles." 
The sphere of the golden circle pin 
is rhe proper sphere to circle in. 
Unobtrusively it speaks 
things that might orherwise take 
weeks. 
The owner hopes this symbol chaste 
bespeaks her gcxxl. but simple taste: 
attendance at accepted schools, 
observance of the latest rules, 
knowledge of t'hings that one may say 
While wishing one were far away, 
knowledge of ways that one may act 
within the bounds of poise and tact. 
Mental powers don't mean much 
to her who has the golden rouch. 
Over bridge she gaily prates 
of fabulous times and casual dates. 
The gilded voice will always hail 
a buttoned-down and belted male: 
she a tweedy mate may win 
by virtue of her circle pin. 
We know not whence or how it came 
to reach its present height of fame, 
but now no girl can feel at rest 
without it on her tailored chest. 
Then praise the rings of beaten gold, 
emblem of the leisure race 
who keeps the mass of the middle class 
in its baser metalled place. 
From The Grecourt Review, Vol. 1, 
No. 1, November, 1957. 
The Anatomy of Humor 
'T"fIB non-generation today is smiling 
.l and chuckling over the same kind 
of jokes their parents and grandparents 
thought were funny. And for a good rea-
son-people are still living together in 
a society where people and the things 
rhey share-marriage, the lucky chance, 
relatives--are important. 
The big laughs, though, go to today's 
"originals." A fellow can sit back, relax 
and enjoy the crowd once he has delivered 
a good ol' hate joke. And the joke chat 
seems pointless is, well, um, chat's ab-
solutely the non-generation's joke, ma'am. 
But we do have our favorite people; some-
how Pogo with its confused animals and 
slashing political criticism, Peanuts with 
its Freudian complexes, and Eloise, the 
girl for whom Paris and the Plaza were 
made, all have claimed fierce adherents 
from every comic-book reader grown up. 
Want an example? 
Other things in life are important be-
sides Beethoven. Maybe. 
Charlie Brown: Merry day after Christ-
mas! May I come in? 
Shroeder: I want you to see the nice 
Christmas presents I got, Charlie Brown .. 
Look, a new bust of Beethoven! 
Charlie Brown: Very scowlly. 
Shroeder: A new Beethoven sweat 
shirt . . a twelve-volume biography of 
Beethoven in comic-book form . . and 
a year's supply of Beethoven bubble gum! 
Oh, yes .. I almost forgot .. and an elec-
tric train. Now what in the world am I 
going to go with an electric train? 
It's the joker who's tricky ... 
What's green with wheels? Grass, 
lied about the wheels. 
Why can't those Europeans get along? 
One lone inhabitant of a desert island, 
a srranded survivor, lay on the beach 
looking out to sea. He suddenly saw a 
man who had just been shipwrecked and 
was swimming for the tiny island. As he 
swam to the beach, the first rushed to meet 
him yelling, "Parlez-vous ff"ancais?" "Mein 
Gott, Nein!" came the answer. 
Why? 
Four polar bears were having a great 
time sliding down a glacier. The first 
one zoomed right down and yelled, 
"Great, come on fellows!" The next came 
whistling down and shouted, "Man, what 
a life!" The third could hardly contain 
himself when he reached the bottom, 
yelling, "Love chat slide!" And then the 
fourth shot down and shouted, "Light 
bulb!" 
We'll argue for hours, but in the end, 
it's always Channel 6 ... 
Roy Rogers was sitting on the corral 
fence one day, chewing on a piece of 
grass, when a ranch-hand ran up and 
yelled, "Roy! Roy! They're rustlers down 
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on the south range, and they're rustling 
your prize cattle! What are you going to 
do about it?" And Roy said, "Why, I'll 
go into the bunkhouse and buckle on my 
right-handed six-shooter and get after 
them varmints." Just then another randt-
hand came up panting and said, "Roy! 
Roy! There are cattle thieves down on the 
west range and they're branding all your 
cattle. What are you going to do about it?" 
And Roy said, ''I'll go into the bunkhouse 
and buckle on my left-handed six-shooter 
and go get them varmints." At that very 
moment the old cook came up shouting, 
"Roy! Roy! One of the ranch-hands is in 
the bunkhouse making love to your wife, 
Dale Evans. What are you going to do 
about it?" And Roy said, "Why, I'll go 
into chat bunkhouse, take down my shot· 
gun and kill chat varmint. 
"But first, a little song." 
If I had fo,.ty million dollars ... 
Eloise: (has had her vaccinations for 
her trip). 
Then you have to have 
your head bandaged 
with cold compresses 
and hit Dr. Hadley 
with the fly-swatter 
and clink clank 
pick up that phone 
and call Room Service 
to send up four peach melba 
and three scraight 
Johnny Walker Black without ice 
and charge it please merci beaN· 
coup. 
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-Civil Defense needs a man like this .. 
Churchy: All the while I is doin' my 
duty as a citizen-Night and day! Lyin' 
awake worryin' at night--afeared to sleep 
in case I gics blowed up in my bed and 
never knows! An' all day-scannin' the 
sky. Not knowin' when .. . Wonderin' 
whether to wear pajamas chat night so's 
to look decent-wonderin' whether to take 
a bath-whether to pack a light lunch-
I don't like these modem-day disaster 
what consists of Ten Years of Worry an' 
Ten Seconds of Boom an' Wango! 
Joan Marx '61 
The Passing of the College Individualist 
FEELING that the college student of 
today is drifting aimlessly pre-
vails in American colleges. The 
greatest evil is the over-emphasis on 
the well-rounded person, overShadow-
ing self-expression. In concentrating 
to excess on an all-round personality, 
many students feel we are defeating 
the intellectual basis of our colleges. 
There is a fear by the majority of 
the students at AGNES Scorr COL-
LEGE of becoming too one-sided, a 
brain, if they take much advantage of 
the intellectual aspects offered by the 
administration and faculty. Many cam-
pus leaders feel that the cultivation of 
a well-rounded liberal arcs education, 
in itself, has become a specialty-the 
desire to be socially pofohed. Group 
activities are encouraged at the ex-
pense of individualism. Clas~s are 
more often lecture than discussion. The 
whole effect of the emphasis on the 
well-rounded education is that the 
individual student works to be ac-
cepted by the group but not to be an 
intellectual. 
That individualism is being snuffed 
out in American colleges is generally 
accepted; the reasons for it vary. 
Group psychology is given as one fac-
tor, as bright students are slowed down 
ro meet the average. At WESLEYAN, 
one reason advanced is that too great 
an emphasis on marks discourages stu-
dents from attempting challenging 
courses. A remedy for this now prac-
ticed at WESLEYAN is for juniors 
and seniors meeting certain require-
ments to be able to take one course 
each semester for academic credit but 
not for an official grade. 
SWARTHMORE students feel that 
once a college reaches high academic 
standing, the administration has to 
maintain this level through fine fac-
ulty and facilities. Fearing that alumni 
will not give aid to a school with 
radical ideas, the administration con-
centrates on changing the nature of 
the student body to the all-round ideal. 
The intellectual offerings of the 
Ivy-League school are undeniably 
great. But th':! idealization of other 
features attached to the Ivy-League 
scene is wasted, and the Ivy-League 
concept of conformity and acceptance 
by the grcup is what has crept into 
American college education in gen-
eral. 
A further criticism of our con-
formity is that today's student is easily 
satisfied with his luxuries and has little 
desire as an individual to explore or 
conquer anything of intellectual value. 
This criticism :s found more in the 
small colleg:: tht!n in the large univer-
sity. For in the small school, the im-
portant cons!derarion is the fraternity 
Globally Indifferent ... 
Continued from Page Fifteen 
met many disaffected people, but only a 
very few were acrually engaged in activi-
ties against the regime. For the most part, 
many were resigned to the situation--a 
live and let live policy. As you went up 
the intellectual scale, there was more 
verbalization of disaffection," he noticed. 
"On the orher hand," he remarked, "the 
average citizen seems to be quite proud 
of his country, the regime and its accom-
plishments." 
Medalie emphasized rhe importance of 
thoroughly orienting young people who 
plan to participate in international ex· 
change programs. If Americans were pre-
pared for what they would encounter, he 
feels we could make an important con-
tribution. 
Open-mindedness is a good rhing, but 
today's America has st~pped over the line 
between this and unconcern. We are as 
yet unprepared for living in a twentieth 
century world. Though political naivete 
is unfortunately characteristic of a great 
part of the nation, it is more serious for 
members of our generation than for others. 
It is rhe job of our generation to prepare 
ourselves for living in a global -society. 
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man's group obligation. However, at 
REED COLLEGE, student opinion is 
that the small size brings about closer 
student-faculty relations and that stu-
dents on t'heir own initiative investi-
gate special problems. 
In all our top colleges there are 
groups of young men and women 
sincerely interested in studying and 
creating, but they are in the minority. 
There is enthusiasm in spurts, as 
WELLESLEY students will jam an audi-
corium to hear a Senator Kennedy or 
E. E. Cummings but be apathetic to 
an equally brilliant but less romantic, 
less publicized figure. 
The student must reach a com-
promise between repressing all origin-
ality and individuality just to conform 
and wanting individuality merely for 
sensation. President Butterfield of 
WESLEYAN wrote in the Wesleyan 
Argus that scholarship is the only 
"direct purpose of a liberal education" 
~nd anything else dilutes the import-
ance of the college and the education. 
Lois Narwitz '58 
People look to us as "tomorrow's lead-
<.:rs," but we must keep in mind rhar to 
lead takes interest, knowledge and readi-




TRAVEL! SUMMER 1958! 
Joltl 1 specl1I American-directed, 
student/te1cher tour throuch 
tllt Soviet Union. Choose from 
six departure dates ... travel 
to seldom·vlslted cities such 1s 
Kin of the Ukr1lne, Stalln1rld, 
OdtSSI, Y1lta, Soch11 Tb111sl of SoYtet Georcl• Kh11~ov •• , 
enjoy 1 Vole• ~Iver or Blick SU 
crvlt. ••• see Lenlncrld 1nd 
Moscow. Visit Warsew, Prapt 
llld Ult Brvssels' World F1lr ••• 
plus extensions to the European 
Clplbls. 
Inclusive rite from $1369, from 
New York. Reservations limited, 
IPP'1 now for sufficient time 
~ secure Russian visa. Write 
todlY for descriptive folder. 
SH 10Uf tr1vel 11ent or 
.I:~~-~~~~~~~----·-· 1236 Massachusetts 
Lawrence I Kansas 
We' re going out 
to find ourselves 




Don't get left out 
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REPORT No. 99199 ............ CONFIDENTIAL AND TOP SECRET 
SUBJECT: Dirty Linen 
Contrary to rumors circulating on the campuses of Amherst, Har-
vard, Dartmouth and Wesleyan, "The Wellesley Girl" is not being 
trained as tomorrow's washerwoman. In fact, there appears to be 
absolutely no interest in the latest addition to the curriculum-
The Foibles of the Electronic Wash-n-Wear Age. 
Exhaustive interviews with scores of Wellesley students indicate 
complete satisfaction with traditional Wellesley methods. The 
entire subject of "dirty linen" is being handled in a most capable 
manner by a skilled group of PILGRIM agents, individually as-
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AL'S DELICATESSEN 
jawbreaker 
79 Central Street CE 5-5015 
A Reminder to the 
z.n many a year 
at filene's 
"Spring is on the Wing" flying 
Gay colored prints into your wardrobe 
(sprink1ed with yeHow, orange, Ted, and green ) 
Hats 
Compliments Of 
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